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During the recent congrzss of the Hiungarian Workers Party, Istvan Hidas, sec-
retary of the Budapest Party Committee, proposed certain changes in the party
constitution, as outlined below. The proposed changes were subsequently adopted.

The DISZ (Association of Working Youth) was formed after the first congrees
of the Hungarisn Workers Party. Since the DISZ is a reservoir of Communism,
1ts members should be admitted to the party at the age of 18. One of the spon-
sors of the young candidates may be the DISZ itsel®. In this connectlon the
following amendment, defining the relationship between the party and the DISZ,
vas sdded to the party comstitution: "DISZ is the youth organization of the
Hungarisn ‘lorkers Party. It is an active agent in helping the party to build
socialism rud to educate youth., The work of the DISZ comnmittees and organs is
directed by the various party committees or by local party organizations."

Another smendment concerns the organization of political departments, which
will assign organizers in fields vhere the strengthening of the party is of
particular importance. Party orgmnizers have already been assigned to the rail-
roads, agricultural machine stations, certain units of the armed forces; and to
most of the larger buildirgz enterprises. A special section will be set up for
party organizers assigned to the armed forces; this appears necessary in the
light of past experience. :

A series of major and minor amendwents were adopted to develop democracy
within the party, safeguard the rights of party members, prevent arbitrary ex-
pulsion from the party, and simplify admittance of new members. In the future,
party membership will date from the day the candidate is accepted by his par-
ticuler party orgenization. Exclusion of a member from the party wil:i have to
be approved by the county committee or the Budapest Party Committee. This safe-
guard will protect members from exclusion from the party without sufficient
reason. .

Establishment of a Disciplinary Committee was also incorporated into the
party constitution. The committee is to conduct investigations, make recommenda-
tions to the party comm‘ttees, and speed up the disposition of disciplinary matters.
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In the past, party committees were organized only in the larger enterprises
which employed st least 1,000 party members and candidates for memwbership. Un-
der another amendment to the party constitution, the requirement has been reduced
to 500 members and c<ndidates.

Village party organizations will be granted the right to admit members with
the approval of the district committee, without asking for the approval' of the

county committee.

To strengthen democracy within the party, the Budapest, county, district,
towvn, and plant committees are required to call meetings at least once every 2
months, It was the concensus of opinion st the congress thet this provision
should be included in the party constitution, because in most cases meetings
have been held infrequently in the past.

Agricultural cooperatives now number approximately 2,500, and an amendment
provides that the majority of these cooperatives must have pariy cadres. It is
desirable to set up special party crganizations in the various state coopera-
tives, producers’ cooperatives, agricultural machine stations, etc.

The basic party organization consists of ten menbers at present, but experi-
ence has shown that this uniformity no longer satisfies existing conditions.
For this reason, an amendment, liberalizing this obsolete requirement has been
incorporated into the party conmstitution.

Tt became also necessary to redefine the jurisdiction of varlous types of
party organizations over industrial, agricultural, and other enterprises and
for this purpose the following amendment was adopted: "The party committees
of the enterprises, including the state farms, producers' cooperativea, and
agricultural machine stations, have the right to supervise the management of
their respective enterprises. On the other hand, higher party echelons are
not permi:;ted to interfere directly with the conduct of the enterprises’
business."

Another amendment defines the tasks of the party committees as follows:
"Ime tasks of the party committee are: execution of the resolutions of higher
party organs; application of party policies to local conditions; propaganda
for the party; improvement of the political standards of party member:; dis-
semivation of party literature; and collection of membership dues."
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